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obliged to set one of the copies in their church, under the penalty of forty shillings a month; yet, two years after, the Popish Bishops obtained its suppression by the King. It was restored under Edward VI., suppressed again under Queen Mary's reign, and restored again in the first year of Queen Elizabeth, and a new edition of it given in 1562. Some English exiles at Geneva, in Queen Mary's reign, viz : Coverdale, Goodman, Gilbie, Sampson, Cole, Wittingham, and Knox, made a new translation, printed there in 1560, the New Testament having been printed in 1557; hence called the Geneva Bible, containing the variations of readings, marginal annotations, &c. on account of which it was much valued by the puritan party in that and the following reigns. Archbishop Parker resolved on a new translation for the public use of the Church; and engaged the Bishops, and other learned men, to take each a share or portion : these, being afterwards joined together and printed, with short annotations, in 1568, in large folio, made what was afterwards called the Great English Bible, and commonly the Bishops' Bible. In 1589, it was also published in octavo, in a small but fine black letter; and here the chapters were divided into verses, but without any breaks for them, in which the method of the Geneva Bible was followed, which was the first English Bible where any distinction of verses was made. It was afterwards printed in large folio, with corrections, and several prolegomena in 1572 ; this is called Matthew Parker's Bible. The initial letters of each translator's name were put at the end of his part; ex. gr. at the end of the Pentateuch, W. E. for William Exon; that is, William, Bishop of Exeter, whose allotment ended there; at the end of Samuel, R. M. for Richard Menevensis; or Bishop of St. David's, to whom the second allotment fell: and so with the rest. The Archbishop oversaw, directed, examined, and finished the whole. This translation was used in the churches for forty years, though the Geneva Bible was more read in private houses, being printed above twenty times in as many years. King James bore it an inveterate hatred, on account of the notes, which, at the Hampton Court conference, he charged as partial, untrue, seditious, &c. The Bishops' Bible, too, had its faults. The King frankly